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was no longer required: she would support the 
family. She took a night job as a teletype op-
erator with Western Union and also sold 
Christmas cards. 

At the same time, Ms. Walker was enrolled 
at St. John’s University, then in Brooklyn, in a 
special 6-year program in which students 
earned both a bachelor’s degree and a law 
degree. She received a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from St. John’s in 1945 and a law 
degree the next year. 

For much of her career, Ms. Walker was ac-
tive in the National Bar Association, a histori-
cally black organization. She helped found the 
association’s Corporate Counsel Conference, 
an annual meeting sponsored by its commer-
cial law section. In 1947, when Ms. Walker 
was admitted to the New York bar, she found 
the doors of the city’s law firms tightly shut. 
(One firm relented and offered her a posi-
tion—as a secretary.) So she struck out on 
her own. 

Active in Republican politics, Ms. Walker ran 
unsuccessfully for the New York State Senate 
in 1958 and 1964. In 1970, The New York 
Times included her—the only woman—on a 
list of the most powerful leaders in Harlem. 

In 1960, Cora Walker became the first 
woman to serve as president of the Harlem 
Lawyers Association. Until recently her law 
firm was located in Harlem, first on 125th 
Street and later from a renovated brownstone 
on Lenox Avenue. Ms. Walker was the first 
woman to run for president of the NBA. This 
is a little known fact by the younger lawyers. 

A recipient of numerous awards, the annual 
Black Law Student’s Association’s Breakfast 
held at the annual NBA Convention is named 
in her honor. She retired from the practice of 
law in 1999. The same year the New York 
County Lawyers’ Association installed a 
plaque outside her Lenox Avenue law office 
commemorating her half-century of practicing 
law. 

In 1988, she helped found the Corporate 
Counsel Conference which is still sponsored 
annually by the Commercial Law and Cor-
porate Law Section of the NBA. Her first client 
was an undertaker, for whom she did collec-
tions. Before her retirement, her firm was rep-
resenting corporate clients such as Conrail, 
the Ford Motor Company, Texas Instruments 
and Kentucky Fried Chicken. Although she 
was representing corporate clients, she contin-
ued to draft wills and represent the ‘‘plain, or-
dinary, not elegant people’’ . 

Cora T. Walker made an impact on the lives 
of many black lawyers across the country. She 
will be dearly missed, but not forgotten. It 
gives me great pleasure to give tribute to Ms. 
Cora T. Walker. 
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HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF OVERTON COUNTY 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 200th anniversary of Overton 
County, Tennessee, which I have the honor of 
representing in this esteemed body. The 
Upper Cumberland community will commemo-
rate its bicentennial with a 3-day celebration in 
September. 

The area of Overton County was originally 
encompassed in North Carolina as part of the 
13 original colonies. The location was ideal for 
settlers due to its fresh water, fertile soil, 
abundant wild game and moderate climate. 
The area had been a heralded Native Amer-
ican hunting ground for many years. 

As the community grew and prospered, the 
General Assembly of Tennessee named the 
area Overton County on September 11th, 
1806. The county was named for Judge John 
Overton, a personal friend of Andrew Jackson. 
Since then, the lines of the county have 
changed significantly, but the community has 
maintained its commitment to an outstanding 
quality of life. 

County Mayor Kenneth Copeland, Living-
ston Mayor Frank Martin and the Overton 
County Bicentennial Committee will lead the 
celebration in September. They have done an 
outstanding job in organizing this event and 
leading the community into the 21st Century. 
I wish them well and hope the next 200 years 
are as prosperous and progressive as the first 
200 years. 
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IN HONOR OF THE GIBBINS’ 75TH 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise here today 
to pay tribute to a special couple from Eng-
land, Arkansas, Eityhel and Luvesta Gibbins, 
who celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary 
on July 3, 2006. This is a significant milestone 
and one that only a very few are fortunate 
enough to celebrate in their lifetime. 

Eityhel and Luvesta Gibbins met as children 
in Fairbanks, Arkansas, and decided to marry 
in the summer of 1931. The couple made their 
home in Lonoke County, Arkansas and spent 
the next forty-five years growing cotton, soy-
beans, and wheat. Throughout the years, the 
Gibbins’ were blessed with four children—Van 
D. Gibbins, Ulyes F. Gibbins, Lynn E. Gibbins, 
and Joe C. Gibbins—and now have the pleas-
ure of spending time with seven grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren. 

Their love for each other and their family ex-
tends to their neighbors as well, where they 
continue to stay involved in their community. 
They remain active members of the Coy 
Church of Christ and are often seen partici-
pating in local activities and events. Their en-
ergy is truly remarkable and perhaps the se-
cret to a long and fulfilling life. 

A 75th wedding anniversary reminds us that 
marriage is not an instant achievement but a 
covenant that requires love, patience, and re-
spect. Eityhel and Luvesta Gibbins have per-
fected this commitment to each other and are 
truly blessed to have a strong marriage, their 
family, and a lifetime of memories. As they live 
each day by their wedding vows, they con-
tinue to inspire all who are fortunate to know 
them. 

On July 3rd, 2006, Eityhel and Luvesta 
Gibbins joined their family at a celebration to 
honor their 75 years of marriage. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating them on 
this joyous occasion and sending our best 
wishes for many more years of love and hap-
piness. 

RECOGNIZING THE COMMUNITY OF 
BURNS, KANSAS 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the citizens of Burns, Kan-
sas for continuing efforts to sustain and revi-
talize their community. 

With a population of approximately 450, the 
citizens of Burns and the surrounding area 
demonstrate pride in their community through 
action. 

Over the course of many years, steps have 
been taken to ensure that the future of Burns 
is a bright one. 

In October of 2002, ground was broken on 
a new community center. With assistance from 
the Kansas Department of Commerce Kan- 
Step Program, the building was completed in 
March of 2003. During that five-month period, 
crews of volunteers worked on the center on 
a daily basis. Cabinets and More, a local busi-
ness, volunteered more than 300 hours of 
labor to build and install cabinets. A donation 
of $18,000 was made by the Burns school 
alumni for window blinds and furniture. Twenty 
tables and 200 chairs were provided at cost— 
saving the community $7,000. The end result 
is a building that sports a wellness center, 
youth room, a place for seniors to quilt and a 
great kitchen. The center is constantly re-
served for civic events and private gatherings. 
Carolyn Koehn, former city clerk and coordi-
nator of the community center project, be-
lieves the facility demonstrates a collective 
willingness to enhance Burns’ quality of life— 
today and for future generations. ‘‘This project 
would have not succeeded without the culture 
of volunteerism and the acceptance of change 
and new ideas in the Burns community,’’ 
Koehn said. 

More recently, residents banded together to 
transform the former post office into a new 
community library and city hall. Grant funding 
from USDA Rural Development covered 
$50,000 of the project expense. Impressively, 
more than $95,000 was raised by the Burns 
Public Library Board from private sources. Ap-
proximately half that amount came from local 
and area residents. The fundraising effort con-
sisted of phone calls, an ice cream social by 
the Burns United Methodist Church and an 
800 letter fundraising campaign. The new city 
hall and library was completed in May of 2006. 
Barb Stuhlsatz, library board president, is ex-
cited by the additional opportunities that the 
new facility affords area residents. ‘‘We now 
have a state-of-the-art library that provides 
reading programs, GED assistance and com-
puter access to residents of Burns and the 
surrounding area,’’ Stuhlsatz said. 

The Burns PRIDE committee is always 
searching for ways to promote the community. 
Sandy Heyman, a committee member, came 
up with a unique way to achieve this goal. She 
initiated the sale of two-foot tall concrete 
roosters to local businesses and residents. 
Upon sale, the roosters were then creatively 
decorated. In May of 2004, Burns hosted its 
first ever Rooster Parade. In all, more than 60 
roosters have been sold, decorated and are 
on display. In recognition of the project’s suc-
cess, the local Lions Club has purchased a 
four-foot rooster that serves as a welcome 
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sign on the way into town. Sandy is proud of 
how the roosters have united her hometown. 
‘‘It is amazing how many people participated 
in the project,’’ Heyman said. ‘‘The roosters 
really brought people together.’’ 

Additional art can be found in the Prairie 
Arts store, an arts and crafts mall that attracts 
visitors from across the country. A local group 
of artists and craftsmen organized the busi-
ness, which displays intricate wheat weavings, 
beautiful quilts, handcrafted wood items and 
much more. The arts and crafts mall is one of 
more than 20 businesses that call the Burns 
area home. 

Local residents developed a new memorial 
park, which includes a pavilion, picnic tables, 
walking path, horseshoe pit, basketball goal 
and restroom. In addition, volunteers installed 
new city street signs, made improvements to 
the local ball field and constructed a new ga-
zebo. 

Since 1954, families in Burns have hosted 
international students in their homes over the 
Thanksgiving holiday. The program was initi-
ated by Betty Grimwood and Bonnie Lohrentz, 
who thought it would be great if foreign stu-
dents could experience rural, American cul-
ture. In recognition of how thoroughly the com-
munity embraced the idea, Burns received a 
Distinguished Service Award from the Institute 
of International Education in 1959. The award 
was presented by then Vice President Richard 
Nixon. Over the last 52 years, more than 60 
local families have served as student hosts. In 
excess of 500 people representing 110 coun-
tries have visited Burns. Today, local resident 
Tom Grimwood carries on his mother’s inter-
national legacy. Tom and his wife Nedy teach 
Spanish and Italian at American companies. 
They also welcome foreign students into their 
home every Thanksgiving. Tom is proud of the 
reputation that the program has developed 
over the years. ‘‘One of our students told us 
that Burns is the smallest town with the big-
gest diplomatic service in the world,’’ 
Grimwood said. 

In her 21 years as a resident, Mayor Mary 
Glenn has witnessed first hand how her com-
munity pulls together in order to achieve a 
goal. ‘‘All of our accomplishments are made 
possible because of a tremendous volunteer 
effort,’’ Glenn said. 

Stuhlsatz knows that her hometown is spe-
cial. ‘‘The people of Burns are awesome,’’ 
Stuhlsatz said. ‘‘They are like a family and 
whether they still live here or not, they work 
together to keep Burns a place you want to 
come home to.’’ 

For rural communities to survive and pros-
per into the future, citizens must be willing to 
create their own opportunities for success. On-
going efforts to revitalize Burns are an exam-
ple of how hard work, vision and community 
support can create such opportunities. Citi-
zens throughout Kansas are working together 
to enhance the quality of life in their commu-
nities. Burns is a success story that dem-
onstrates how teamwork and creative thinking 
can make a positive difference in rural Amer-
ica. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. PETER G. MEHAS 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 26, 2006 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a friend and a great leader 
in my community back home. Dr. Peter G. 
Mehas is retiring after 44 years in education 
as Superintendent of the Fresno County 
Schools. Dr. Mehas dedicated his life to en-
suring our children thrive both in and out of 
the classroom. As an educator, administrator, 
public servant, community leader, father, hus-
band, and grandfather, Dr. Mehas gives noth-
ing less than his absolute best. 

A small glimpse into the long list of Dr. 
Mehas’s achievements reveals his unwavering 
dedication to education. Not often enough are 
educators recognized for their unselfish devo-
tion to bettering the future of California’s chil-
dren. These teachers and administrators put in 
countless hours at school, at home and on 
their weekends. They deserve our greatest re-
spect and gratitude for their efforts. 

Throughout his distinguished career Dr. 
Mehas served as an instructor at Roosevelt 
High School and taught at Edison High School 
before moving to Clovis Unified School Dis-
trict. He worked his way up from assistant 
principal at Clovis High to principal, then as-
sistant superintendent and finally associate su-
perintendent. 

From 1984 to 1987, Mehas established and 
served as the legislative advocate in Sac-
ramento and Washington, DC, for the State 
Center Community College District, Fresno 
County and Modoc County Offices of Edu-
cation and a consortium of 36 school districts 
throughout Central California. 

In 1987, Mehas was appointed by Governor 
Deukmejian as his Chief Advisor on public 
education in the state, as well as all private 
and independent schools and universities. 

Dr. Mehas was elected Fresno County Su-
perintendent of Schools in 1990 and subse-
quently served three more terms. Being a su-
perintendent is never an easy job, but to do 
the job for 16 years, and do the job as well as 
Dr. Mehas has done, is remarkable. We will 
miss his invaluable contributions. 

In September 1991, President George Bush 
appointed Dr. Mehas to a 17-member advisory 
commission to implement his executive order 
on Latino education, a task Dr. Mehas was 
thrilled to have been given and excelled at. 
Later, Dr. Mehas was appointed by Governor 
Pete Wilson to the California Community Col-
lege Board of Governors. 

Most recently, Dr. Mehas was appointed, in 
2005, by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, to 
serve on the Governor’s Advisory Committee 
on Education Excellence. 

As you can see, Dr. Mehas has committed 
the majority of his adult life to advancing edu-
cation. Thanks in large part to Dr. Mehas, the 
children of the San Joaquin Valley are better 
prepared to face the challenges of the future. 

Throughout the years, I have also had the 
privilege of working with Dr. Mehas on a vari-
ety of issues. Pete, we wish you well, as you 
embark on a new phase of your life. You may 
be retiring, but your contributions to education 
will endure. 

CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
we find ourselves once again on disturbingly 
familiar ground as Israel continues to defend 
itself against armed attacks by terrorist groups 
targeting civilian populations. As a sovereign 
nation, Israel has the right and, more impor-
tantly, the responsibility to defend its borders 
from acts of terrorism and threats to its na-
tional security. The War on Terror continues to 
combat terrorist organizations and their State 
sponsors, and as such, Hamas and Hezbollah 
must be held accountable for their destructive 
actions. 

The recent unprovoked rocket attacks in 
Israel and the kidnapping of Israeli soldiers 
are obvious acts of war against the democratic 
nation by Hezbollah and Hamas. The U.S. has 
been a strong leader in the War on Terror and 
these offensive acts of violence are no excep-
tion in the mission to stop terrorist activities 
around the world. Increased international pres-
sure to call for an end to terrorism must be a 
priority, as an unstable Middle East can have 
dire consequences to the entire international 
community, as confirmed by the extensive 
evacuations currently taking place in Lebanon. 

The Governments of Syria and Iran, as sup-
porters of both Hamas and Hezbollah in their 
terror activities, must be held accountable for 
the violence taking place in Israel to protect 
the innocent populations of both Israel and 
Lebanon that find themselves in the middle of 
continued violence. Additionally, the Lebanese 
Government must call for an end to all terrorist 
violence and do everything possible to expel 
Hezbollah from within its borders. These ter-
rorist organizations cannot be ignored and 
Lebanon must protect its sovereignty in the 
presence of any terrorist activity by taking de-
cisive action. 

I commend Israel for minimizing civilian cas-
ualties by focusing defensive attacks on infra-
structures and weapons facilities, intentionally 
avoiding towns and villages. In the face of 
such violence, Israel continues to follow demo-
cratic and civilized principles of war in pro-
tecting its people and Country. I continue to 
support the right of Israel to vigorously defend 
itself in response to attacks of violence that 
threaten the existence of the Israeli people 
and pray for the end of violence and a peace-
ful outcome in the Middle East. 

f 

HONORING FORMER MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS THOMAS J. MANTON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 24, 2006 

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life and mourn the loss of a 
former colleague, a patriot, and a dear friend. 

Tom Manton was the son of immigrant farm-
ers from the west of Ireland—Thomas, of 
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